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Queenie or Got It 

How to play this game: 
One child, who has hold of the ball, stands with his/her back to the other children, who stand a little distance 

behind him/her. The child then throws the ball over their shoulder without looking at the other children. If any 

child succeeds in catching the ball before it falls to the ground then that player takes the place of the thrower. 

However, if the ball bounces or rolls then a player picks it up and holds it behind his/her back. The other children 

then put their hands behind their backs and they call out “Queenie” or “Got it!”. The thrower turns round and tries 

to guess who is holding the ball. If he/she guesses correctly then they throw again. If not, the person who has the 

ball becomes the thrower. 

 

Adaptations 

If there are a large number of children, try 

having two or three people throwing the 

ball, each with a different type of ball.  

Change the distance between the start line 

and the thrower. 

Use a different ball such as tennis ball. 

Change the requirement for the children to 

run to catch the ball to hopping/jumping 

/side-stepping etc. 

Give the thrower a longer time by giving 

them three lives, change the thrower once 

they have lost all of their lives. 

Play as a team game with children wearing 

different colour bibs. Teams can score points 

by catching the ball and bonus points if the 

thrower does not guess who is Queenie. If 

you are playing this with teams its best to 

nominate one child to always be the 

thrower or the adult/leader acts as thrower. 

Give extra points for the funniest voices 

when the children call “Queenie”  

 

 

 

 

Learning Objectives 

• Taking turns 

• Running and catching 

• Can be used as a fun cool-down or warm-up 

Resources 

• Activity area 

• Bouncy soft ball 


